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Risking his life to pull drowning bathers to shore at Maracas ... 
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NINETEEN-YEAR-OLD Kyle Tho
mas was yesterday hailed as a hero 
and honoured after. risking ·his life 
to save a group of people who were 
drowning at Maracas Bay on July 2. 

· Two people died in that tragedy 
-Premchand Ramlal, 50, of Fyza
bad, and Sandra Singh, 53, of Penal. 

The lone survivor, whom Thom
as was able to get to first, has been 
identified as Canadian national Ron 
Rampersad. 

Thomas, a Maracas resident, was 
honoured at the Holy Trinity Cathe
dral in Port of Spain yesterday, at 
which Fr Carl Williams conducted 
regular midday mass. In attendance 
were Trinity College acting princi
pal/national rifle coach Carl Tang, 
from Thomas' alma mater, and the 
Holy Trinity family. 

Maracas resident Bernadine Par
dassee, 56, fondly known as "Aunty 
Berns", said: " Kyle is a humble 
young man. You don't see him lim
ing by the road. He is positive. We 
are proud of him. He is our hero." 

Thomas, a security guard for the 
last two months with Amalgamated 
Security Services, said: "It is a nice 

experience because the person L 
saved didn't tell me thanks. Trinity 
Cathedral told me thanks, my alma 
mater recognised me. Tang said I 
saved my life as well." 

A bitter-sweet experience 

Recounting the incident, Thom
as said: "I got a phone call. My su
pervisor called and she said if I and 
other people can come and help. 
I said, 'I am the only person here'. 
The cry that three people were 
drowning reverberated. I hastily got 
undressed, kicked off my boots and 
jumped into the water. 

"One person was bawling. It was 
like if they were seeing death. When 
I brought him (Rampersad) to 
shore, I told the people to carry him 
out He was big. I was bringing the 
second person. I was really tired. I 
brought two out of the water." 

That night, Thomas said he told 
his brother, security guard Christi
an Thomas, 26, that it was a "bit
ter-sweet experience. 

He said: "I was traumatised. I 
could not sleep. Three people were 
drowning. I could only save one. My 
brother said, 'You did the best you 
could. You are our hero'." 

Asked where he got the courage, 

TOKEN OF THANKS: Acting Trinity College principal Carl Tang, left, poses with 
security guard Kyle Thomas and Interim Rector at the Holy Trinity Cathedral Fr carl 
Williams after presenting Thomas with a plaque for saving a drowning person at 
Maracas Bay. Thomas, 19, said he was 'humbled and grateful• after the midday 
mass at Abercromby street, Port of Spain. -Photo: ISHMAEL SALANDY. 
Thomas said: "As a boy, you play 
wild games. You go out on boats. 
People ,push you overboard. You 
have no choice but to learn to swim. 
It's an ego thing. You don't want 
them to fish you out They will poke 
fun at you." 

Thomas, who weighs 160 
pounds (73 kilogrammes} and is 

five feet, nine inches (1.75 metres} 
tall, also reckoned himself to an 
"old man of the sea". 

Son dies in poo1: unfit for children, says dad 

He said: "I don't mean like the 
novelist Ernest Hemmingway. I 
have a lot of knowledge about the 
sea. I understand her moods and 
movements. I have seen the sea by 
day and by night. I have seen the 
sea when it's covered with brilliant 
sunshine and when it's drenched. 

"I am a powerful swimmer. I 
know how to look for rip tides. I un
derstand how to angle a boat in line 
with the waves. I am a fisherman, 
too. I know old people say you must 
not wear expensive jewelry to go for 
a swim, the sea will snatch it. You 
must not turn your back to the sea. 
She is both a creator and an agent 
of destruction." 

TRINCITY 
\'\.\ Gyasl Gonzales 
gyasl.gonzales@trlnldadexpress.com 

THE father of a boy who drowned 
in a swimming pool in Trincity on 
Wednesday said a water intake 
vent should have been covered 
because when he found his son's 
body, his right hand was still smck 
in the vent and was black and blue. 

The victim was seven-year-old 
Roberto Heeraram, who lived with 
his parents and brother in Millen
nium Park, Trincity. 

Police were told that around 
1.30 p.m., Roberto, his brother 

and other friends were bathing in 
a pool close to their home when 
they decided to take a break. 

They got out the pool, but un
known to the rest of the children, 
Roberto went back in. 

Police added when his elder 
brother we,nt to look for him, he 
could not be found. He then called 
their father, following which Rob
eno was found at the bottom of the 
rwo-foot deep pool. 

The boy's body was examined 
on Thursday at the Forensic Sci
ence Centre and the post-mortem 
concluded he drowned. 

Dad Deonarine Heeraram, who 

spoke to the Express yesterday, 
said an intake at the bottom of the 
pool was "wide open". 

"He went in. there and like his 
right hand become stuck and it 
was totally blue/black." he said. 
''That pool was not fit for children." 

Roberto's funeral is expected 
to take place on Monday at the 
St Francis RC Church in Sangre 
Grande, at 10 am. 

"He was a very, very bright boy 
and very very loving," said Heera
ram. 

"He loved sports, he loved foot
bali and cricket and he really loved 
swimming." 

Favourite food 

Asked about his future plans, 
Thomas said: "I want to be an air 
guard. I didn't do A-Levels. I have 
five 0-Levels. I got a distinction in 
mathematics." 

Meanwhile, Thomas said he en
joys the company of his parents, 

her 
Margaret Thomas, a security guard 
supervisor; Peter Thomas, a mason, 
and eldest sibling, Crystal Thomas, 29. 

Thomas said: "I love living at Ma
racas in the fishing village. StPeter's 
Day is the best day to get fish in Ma
racas. My favourite dish is curried 
kingfish, dhal and Basmati rice." 

Asked about problems facing 
youth, Thomas, who attends the 
Maracas Roman Catholic Church, 
said: "Young people want their own 
way. They don't like people to tell 
them about their wrongdoing. They 
only studying money. Money is a 
part of the problem. Long ago, you 
played sports as recreation. Now, eve
rything, even sports, is for money." 

Asked to share his sentiments, 
Tang said: "He represents a differ
ent value system. He is a saviour, 
a. hero and an inspiration. Given 
the current situation, there is little 
respect for human life. You have a 
young man respecting life so much, 
he put his at risk. Kyle was always a 
nice fellow. They are all gentlemen. 
The most important factor is Kyle 
saved life, what human beings can't 
create. People are destroying things 
that human beings can't create." 

Williams: A national award 

At the service, Fr Williams, 
chaplain at Trinity College, said: "I 
would have met Kyle when he was 
at (Trinity) College. He has lived the 
tenets instilled in him at Trinity Col
lege. The school has a reputation 
for putting God first. It was truly a 
heroic act. It was selfless. Without 
thinking about himself, Kyle just 
dived in." 

Williams added: "Kyle has cre
ated an image that is different of 
young men walking up to people 
and shooting them in KFC. He is dif
ferent from young men who are be
ing carted off to jail, getting drunk, 
smoking ganja or HIV-positive." 

Williams said: "It is my humble 
opinion he gets a national award for 
youth service or at the Independ
ence Awards. He is an honourable 
young man." 


